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From Fr. John Kim 

 Alan was recovering in the hospital from a motorcycle accident. It was almost  
Christmas. One night as he lay in bed, he looked out the window and noticed that the sky 
was full of stars. Suddenly, he began to think about the Magi and their journey to Bethle-
hem in search of Christ.  
 Then he began to think about himself, something which up to then he had never 
really done. And he said to himself: “Here I am, 23 years old, and what have I done with 
my life? Where have I gone?” The answer was 'nowhere'. He was still living for thrills and 
excitement He had wasted the best years of his life, the years a poet called 'the splendid 
years'.  
 Next, he thought about his relationship with the Lord. The Magi didn’t have the 
Lord at the start. But they set out to look for him, and persevered until they found him. 
For him it was the opposite. He didn't have to go looking for the Lord. He had him from 
the very start. He was baptized and brought up a Catholic. He went to church regularly 
until he was fifteen. But then he gave it all up. He lost the Lord. And instead of looking for him, he deliberately turned his 
back on him. He was in full flight from him. More, he was in rebellion against him. 
 That was a very dark night for him when all this came crowding in on him. But when the darkness was at its 
thickest a beautiful thing happened. It was as if the Lord's star rose before him. He realized that the Lord's light hadn't 
been extinguished. It had continued to shine all those years, except it was hidden by clouds. And a wonderful truth 
dawned on him: Even though he had abandoned the Lord, the Lord had not abandoned him. All those years the Lord had 
been searching for him.  
 He was overcome with joy. He never thought that he mattered to anyone, least of all to the Lord. And he said to 
himself “From now on I have a star that will not play me false, I have a compass that will not lie to me.” 
 When the Magi found the Lord they offered him wonderful gifts - gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Now that Alan 
had found the Lord, what could he offer him? For a while he was at a complete loss. But then he realized there was 
something he could offer the Lord. He could offer the Lord himself. But, of course, he would first of all have to find himself 
before he could offer himself as a gift to anyone else. However, he could at least make a start, .and that he was deter-
mined to do right away.  
 Christmas came, and Alan remained in hospital. But people saw an amazing change in him. Up to this he had 
been full of bitterness about life in general, and about his accident in particular. Now he had a smile and a cheerful word 
for everyone. People were puzzled as to what had produced this change in him. But Alan himself knew what it was. It 
was the fact that he had found the Lord. No one can truly find the Lord without being changed. 
 Years later he said “That was the first real Christmas in my life. No, I didn't hear angels singing in the sky. But I 
did experience some of the peace they sang about on that first Christmas night.” 
 We need a star to follow, just as ships at sea need a beacon from a lighthouse to guide them safely to port. We 
are truly blessed if we find that star in the Lord, and twice blessed if we follow that star steadfastly all our lives. And we 
should not fear if we find our lives changed as a result – the change will be for the better. It will be such that it will bring 
us a joy this world cannot bring. 

  

Thank you for joining us at Christ the King Catholic Church. We are happy 
to have you with us today, and hope that you feel welcome. Our parish is a 
very vibrant community of faith. Are you new to the Catholic Church? Have 
you been away from the Church for some time? You are invited to worship 
with us. Contact our parish office if you would like to learn more about the 
Catholic faith, discuss plans for marriage or baptism, or schedule a chat 
with Fr. John. If you would like to become a member of our parish, you can 
register online, or pick up a form in the office.  
We look forward to seeing you again soon! 

Welcome to Christ the King! 
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THE SICK 
Brenda Bierman 
Margaret Boyle 
Verlon Browning 

Rosalie Brunkenhoefler 
Betty Canava 

Dolores Chalupa 
Jose Collazo 

Mark Edwards 
John Forney 

Fr. Edward Frazer 
Silvia Garcia 

Ernesto Guardiola 
Pura Guardiola 

Lorenzo Guzman, Sr. 
Hanna Haisler 
William Harlow 
Bobby Hutchins 

Sarah Kroll 
Easton Lopez 
Josh Loving 

Anna Marie Lozano 
Marianne Luby 

Ken Murray 
Jesus Olivarez, Jr 

Elena Ornelas 
Anna Paruzinski 
John Paruzinski 
Isabella Ramirez 

Agrippin “Rod” Rodriguez 
Azusena Rodriguez 

David Rodriguez 
Leon Savard 

David Schiefelbein 
Robert Trevino 

Stephanie VanSickler 
Virginia Vasquez 

 
 

 
SERVICE MEMBERS 

Phillip Aiello 
David L. Gomez 
Deana S. Gomez 
Matt Jakircevic 
Reggie Jamo 
Jason Piper 

Curtis J. Walters II 
Wilbert Witt 

 
 
 

After 30 days, names will be removed from the 
lists. Call the church office to extend the date. 

Please pray for... Mass Intentions  Stewardship 

Due to the holiday bulletin deadline, 
the stewardship report 
will not be posted until 

January 10th. 
 

Loan Balance as of 
December 30 

$153,350 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Wednesday, December 30 
8:00am † Charlie Hanna 
 
Saturday, January 2 
5:00pm † Larry Steven Guzman 

 
Sunday, January 3 
8:00am Pro Populo 
 
 
 
  † Deceased 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditate on the Gifts of the Three KingsMeditate on the Gifts of the Three KingsMeditate on the Gifts of the Three KingsMeditate on the Gifts of the Three Kings    

In Matthew's Gospel reading today (MT 2:1-12), the birth of Jesus is her-
alded by the arrival of mysterious visitors from the east.  Traditionally iden-
tified as three kings, because they spoke directly to king Herod, or as as-
trologers because they followed a star, or as wise men because they knew 
of Christ's birth through some hidden wisdom, the fact is we know virtually 
nothing about them; not even their number, although that's traditionally 
been fixed at three, because they brought three gifts: Gold — a symbol of 
wealth and power identifies the recipient as a king. Frankincense — the 
crystalized resinous 
sap of a tree used as 
incense and as an of-
fering, is symbolic of 
prayer. Myrrh — anoth-
er resinous tree sap 
was used in healing 
liniments, and as an 
embalming oint-
ment.  Myrrh is an odd 
gift for a child, unless 
you know that this spe-
cial child will, through 
his death and resurrec-
tion, redeem the 
world.  At the beginning 
of Jesus' life on earth, 
this gift foreshadows 
his death.   
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Faith Formation 

 
 
 

Adult Confirmation Preparation Class 
Are you an adult over the age of 18, who has re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy 
Communion, but who still needs the Sacrament 
of Confirmation? Christ the King is hosting an 
Adult Confirmation Preparatory Class beginning 
January 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Christus Center. 
This will be an 11-week series. For more infor-
mation and to register, contact Krissie Lastovica 
at 254-939-0806 or klastovica@ctkbelton.org.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Religious Education 
We will have classes on Sunday, January 3rd 
and Wednesday, January 6th. Welcome back! 
 
NO SNL Over Christmas Break 
We will not have SNL on Sunday, December 20 
& 27, or January 3. We will return with SNL on 
Sunday, January 10. Enjoy the break!  
 
Cru Catholics 
The Cru Catholic House is closed 
until school is back in session. 
 

YOUTH 

Year of Mercy 
 

Epiphany is Manifestation Day.  
It is the day for sharing. It is an-
other day for gifts. It is the 
Twelfth Day of Christmas. The 
gift, clearly, is Christ Jesus the 
Lord. The gift is given not just to 
me, not just to “us”, but also to 
“them.” 

• How can I be like God today and manifest 
some goodness and grace to both us and 
them? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 
Ps 72:12 
 
One of the principles in the Pastoral Plan describes an 
outcome of our celebrating Mass as going forth to 
serve our sisters and brothers who are on the periph-
ery of society. In this way we can live out our Catholic 
faith in everyday life. How can you serve those in need 
and respond to their cries for help. 
 
Porque Él librará al menesteroso que clamare. Y al 
afligido que no tuviere quien le socorra. Sal 72:12 
 
Uno de los principios del Plan Pastoral describe como 
uno de los resultados de la celebración de la Misa el 
salir a servir a nuestros hermanos y hermanas quienes 
están en la periferia de la sociedad. De esta manera 
podemos vivir nuestra fe Católica en la vida diaria 
¿Cómo puede usted servir a aquellos necesitados y 
responder a sus clamores que piden ayuda. 

 
 
 
 

  

ADULT 
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Knights of Columbus Fish Fry - Jan. 8 
Mark your calendars for the first fish fry 
of 2016 on January 8! 
 
Women’s Ministry - Jan. 11 
The first meeting of the new year will be 
held January 11 at 9:15 a.m. in the Christus Center.   
 
Columbian Squires - Feb. 14 
Columbian Squires will not have a meeting in January. 
The next scheduled meeting is February 14 after the  
10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
Holy Trinity Catholic High School 
Applications for 2016-2017 are now being accepted.  
Go to holytrinitychs.org to apply.  Eighth grade and high 
school students - sign up on our website to visit our 
campus as a student for a day.  You have the oppor-
tunity to participate in classes and meet your new class-
mates and teachers!  
 
St. Mary’s Catholic School 
We invite pre-k through eighth grade students and their 
families to our Open House on Sunday, Jan. 31st from 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Come meet our teachers and 
staff and take a tour of the school! 
 
Special Thanks! 
Thank you to all the volunteers who decorated the sanc-
tuary so beautifully for Christmas! We also thank every-
one who helped with our special reception on New 
Year’s Eve! We are truly blessed to have such dedicat-
ed parishioners. 
 
Landscaping 
With the holidays behind us, now 
is the time to focus on our land-
scaping.  It is never too early to 
begin preparing for Spring! The 
plan for 2016 is to have  workdays 
from 8:00 a.m. -  
10:00 a.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the 
month.  January workdays will fall 
on the 14th and 28th.  We will also 
have a Saturday workday 
on January 23 and April 23.   If you 
are able to help on Thursdays, 
please come even if the weather is not cooperating so 
we can have a short meeting.  
 
 

 

Around the Parish Around the Diocese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a kickoff to National Catholic Schools Week, the 8th An-
nual Celebrating Catholic Schools Dinner and Awards 
Presentation will be held on Saturday, January 30, 2016 at 
the Hyatt, Town Lake in downtown Austin. This annual din-
ner celebrates Catholic education in the Diocese of Austin 
while honoring the “unsung” heroes at each of our 22 Catho-
lic schools.  Additional information will be posted as event 
day nears.  For more information, please contact Jean Bon-
dy at (512) 949-2439 or jean-bondy@austindiocese.org 
 

Hyatt Regency, Town Lake 
208 Barton Springs, Austin, Texas 78704 

6:00 p.m. Khaki and Plaid Reception 
7:00 p.m. Dinner and Awards Presentation 

9:00 p.m. Recess 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Mrs. Cecilia Abbott 
First Lady of Texas 

Austin Catholic Men’s Conference: Armor of God 
Saturday, February, 20, 2016 

 
Want to be inspired, reinvigorated, and uplifted? Does your faith 
life need a boost? Then join close to a thousand other Catholic 
men, at all levels of faith, from the Austin Diocese and surrounding 
areas as they gather to revitalize their faith at the Fourth Annual 
Catholic Men’s Conference. 
 
Conference speakers include Tim Staples and Trent Horn. The 
event will be emceed by Patrick Ryan. 
The 4th Annual Austin Catholic Men’s Conference will be held at 
San Jose Catholic Church in Austin; on Saturday, February 20, 
2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets include refreshments, light 
lunch, and several valuable gifts.  Cost is $40 if registering online, 
$20 for college students or younger, $45 AT THE DOOR if tickets 
are still available. For tickets or more information contact your par-
ish captain (name, phone) or visit the Conference web site at 
www.centexcatholic.com.  
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OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday ................................... 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday .................................. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday - Friday  ............... 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 Closed for lunch .................... 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 Saturday - Sunday ......................................... closed 
 
OFFICE TEAM 
Administration 
 Nora Collazo ....................... ncollazo@ctkbelton.org 
 Esther Murillo ....................... emurillo@ctkbelton.org  
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Elida Castro ................... sacraments@ctkbelton.org 
Accounting 
 Marty Seger ......................... mseger@ctkbelton.org 
Business Coordinator 
 Krista Kaulfus ........... communication@ctkbelton.org 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Director of Catechesis & Formation 
 Krissie Lastovica ............... klastovica@ctkbelton.org 
Religious Education Assistant, K - 4th grades 
 Marcie Gonzalez, RE ...... mgonzalez@ctkbelton.org 
Religious Education Assistant, 5th - 8th grades 
 Teresa Hays, RE ..................... thays@ctkbelton.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
 Abby Riley ................................ ariley@ctkbelton.org 
 
Director of Sacred Music 
 Pam Fette .................................................. 493-1477 
 
Finance Council Chair....................................... Tom Blair 
Pastoral Council Chair ........................ Margaret Donohoe 
 

Contact the parish office for social needs such as be-
reavement, illness, Eucharist to the homebound, births, 
etc. For weddings, contact the office six months prior to 
the desired wedding date to schedule a consultation. For  
baptisms, register to attend a preparation class.  
 

CTK Office Directory Happy New Year! 

We might think that Christmas is over conclud-
ing the final mass of Christmas Day, but the 
Church is just beginning to celebrate. The 
Christmas season extends through what is 
called “The Octave” (eight days) that con-
cludes on January 1, and even beyond through 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on Janu-
ary 10th. Please come celebrate the Christmas 
season with us! 
 

Saturday, December 26, we celebrate the Feast 
of St. Stephen, the first martyr.  
 

Sunday, December 27th, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Jo-
seph, honoring the human family in which Jesus 
grew to maturity, a model for our families as 
well. 
 

Monday, December 28, we remember the Holy 
Innocents, the sons of Israel massacred by 
Herod in his futile effort to destroy the newborn 
King of the Jews. 
 

Friday, January 1, we celebrate Mary, the 
Mother of God, recalling “the divine, virginal 
and salvific motherhood of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary”.  
 

Sunday, January 3, The Christmas season con-
tinues with the celebration of the Solemnity of 
the Epiphany, honoring the manifestation of 
Jesus as Messiah to the Magi from the East, a 
sign that Gentiles too are called into the unity of 
God’s Kingdom.  
 

Sunday, January 10, the Christmas season con-
cludes with the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord, when, through the descent of a dove, God 
made manifest that Jesus was his beloved Son, 
sent for the salvation of the world. 
 

So as we conclude our Christmas season and 
begin our New Year, we thank and praise our 

Lord Jesus Christ for bringing salvation to the 
world! 


